Board of Assessors \% Ascd
Executive Session Badde . !

January 22, 2013
Tim Brady, Cindy Eagar, Nick Bono
Approval of Minutes:
FOLLOWING MINUTES REDACTED AS PER ATTORNEY GENERAL DIRECTIVE, SEE ATTACHED
January 15, 2013 - A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. Unanimous 3-0-0.

RE Abatements:

49/13/2 29 Hensons Way ~ ERE

o $1 100 000 for Flscal 2012 and Sl 000 000 for Fiscal 2013 was acceptable In favor Cynthla
Eagar and Tim Brady, Nick Bono abstained.

49/13/1 1 Braddocks Way—. |

The Board voted to abate to $650,000 for Fiscal 2013. In favor Cynthia Eagar and Tim Brady, Nick Bono
abstained. ‘

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Same as Executive Session minutes of 1/15/2013

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Same as Executive Session minutes of 1/15/2013

96/3 71 Tar Kiln Rd —

The Board approved to abate the property at $684,600. Unanimous 3-0-0.

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Report 32 Attached
Keys 5738

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128
Appraisal Report dated 10/3/2012



25/47/4 57 Rte 6A Unit4-
abate the property at $85,000. Unammous 3—0 0.

25/74/8 57 Rte 6A Unit 8~ Gl
abate the property at $30,000. Unanlmous 3~0 O

The Board approved to

=1 The Board approved to

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Offer to abate from Fiscal 2012 for both units
Keys 1489 and 1493

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128

33-28-2002 45 West Rd Unit 2002 — Taxpayer i 2 8 0 1 . | The Board

approved to abate the property at $187,500. Unanlmous 3-0—0

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Report 32 Attached

Keys 2165

Unit deed bk 26382 pg 132

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128

49/1 94 Monument Rd~ & B & " i 4l The Board
approved to abate the property asan exempt orgamzatlon lt owes SO Unanlmous 3-0—0

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Keys 4110

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128

68/11 335SOrleansRd - [ S e o
abate the property at $415,000. Unanlmous 3-0-0.

¢ 1 The Board approved to

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Keys 4818

Tax Bill 2013

Report 32 Attached

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128
Appraisal dated 9/10/2012



88/32 165 Quanset Rd e s
. The Board approved to abate the

property at §5, 600 Unammous 3-0- 0 7

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Keys 5537

Street Listing 2013 page 281, 282

Map made during meeting, attached

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128

Tim Brady had to excuse himself from the meeting at 5:45 pm.

32/31 69 Capt LinneliRd—f 8= Sy
abate the property at 5642, 600 Unammous 2 O 0.

&l The Board approved to
PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Keys 2051

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128

55/80 15 Old Timers Ln —~ B

- The Board approved to abate the property at 5325 900. Unanimous 2-0-0.

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:
Keys 4438

Notice of revised assessment FY 2012 attached

Report 32 Attached

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:
Abatement Application State Tax Form 128

30/8 4 Culium Rd — 8 i T
abate the property at $310 800 Unanimous 2-0 0.

The Board approved to



30/8 8 Aspinet Rd — See above property,
The Board has approved to deny the abatement Unammous 2—0~O

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS USED DURING DISCUSSION BY BOARD OF ASSESSORS:

Keys 1945, 1946

Plan book 644 page 79

ABATEMENT APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED:

Abatement Application State Tax Form 128

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:15pm. Next meeting on 1/29/13.

Respectfully submitted,

Micah Gilmore, recording secretary
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OML FAQ: Applications For Tax Abatement or Exemption

Applications For Tax Abatement or Exemption

When considering applications for tax abatement or exemption, must a Board of Assessors list the names

and addresses of applicants in its meeting notice?

No, the Board does not need to list applicants’ names or addresses in the Board's meeting notice, and the
Department of Revenue's Division of Local Senices has stated that Boards may be legally prohibited from doing so.
Applicaticns for abatement or exemption are confidential under G.L. c. 59, § 60. Although certain information about
the application, such as the name or title in which the tax stands assessed, must be made public once an
abatement or exemption has been granted, the Board is not required to release that information before that time. It
is therefore sufficient for the meating notice to state that the Board is considering applications for abatement or
exemption. Boards may also wish to include the number of applications under consideration in their meeting
notices. This provides the public with additional detail about the {fopic to be discussed without compromising
applicant confidentiality. ' ‘

May a Board of Assessors meet in executive session to discuss applications for tax abatement or exemption?
A Board of Assessors may enter executive session to discuss and vote on applications for tax abatement or
exemption. Massachusetts General Laws state that applications for tax abatement or exemption may only be
disclosed to a select group of public officials, though certain information about the application must be made public if
it is granted. G.L. c. 59, § 60. If a Board of Assessors plans to discuss the content of an application for tax
abatement or exemption, therefore, the Board may convene in executive session under Purpose 7, “to comply with,
or act under the authority of, any general law,” citing G.L. c. 59, § 60 as the statute requiring confidentiality. See
G.L. c. 30A, § 21(@)7). The Board may also wish to discuss tax retums, heaith records, and other sensitive
material that is often submitted along with applications for tax exemption in executive session, and may do pursuant
1o Purpose 7 by citing the statutory right to privacy, G.L. 214, § 1B, or any other statute requiring confidentiality of
these records. See id. If the Board beliewes it can effectively discuss an application for tax abatement or exemption
and supporting documents without revealing protected information, it may hold the discussion in open session.
However, Boards should be aware that any document that is “used” during an open session meeting is no longer
exempt from disclesure pursuant to any of the exemptions to the Public Records Law. See G.L. c. 30A, § 22(e). If
a Board has questions about how to comply with the confidentiality requirements of other statutes in that situation, it
should consult municipal counsel.

e Top

Does an applicant for tax abatement or exemption have a right to be present and participate in a Board of

Assessors’ discussion regarding his or her request?

If 2 Board of Assessors chooses to discuss an application for tax abatement or exemption in executive session, the
applicant does not hawe a right to be present or to speak during the executive session, though he or she may attend
and participate at the discretion of the Board. In contrast, all members of the public have a right to attend any open
session meeting of a public body; therefore, an applicant for tax abatement or exemption may be present during any

wwWw.mass.gov /ago/gov emment-resources/cpen-meeting-law /omifags/abatements.html
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open session discussion by a Board of Assessors of his or her application. See G.L. c. 30A, § 20(a). The Open
Meeting Law does not require that a public body allow public participation, however, even during an open session
meefing.  The Open Meeting Law states that *[n]o person shall addréss a meeting of a public body without
permission of the chair, and all persons shall, at the request of the chair, be silent.” G.L. c. 30A, § 20()). Public
bodies should consult with municipal counsel.about whether any other law requires that a member of the public be
permitted to speak during a meeting. :

ToTop
Must a public body list in its minutes all applications for tax abatement or exemptlon that are considered
during a meeting? ¥

Yes. The Open Meeting Law requires that the minutes of a public body's meetings contain "a list of documents and
gther exhibits used at the meeting,” thus if a specific application and:supporting documents are discussed by the
body during a mesting, those documents should be identified in the minutes. G.L. c. 30A, § 22(a). However, the
minutes of an executive session and all documents used at the session may be withheld from disclosure to the
public as long as publication may defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session. G.L. c. 30A, § 22(f).
Therefore, if a Board discusses an application in executive session under Purpose 7, “to comply with, or act under
the authority of, any general law,” citing G.L. ¢c. 59, § 60 as the statute requiring confidentiality, the minutes may be
withheld as long as that stafute’s confidentiality restrictions apply. Similady, tax retums, health records, and other
sensitive material discussed.in executive session along with an application for tax exemption may also be withheld
as long as a statute requiring their confidentiality applies. See G.L. c. 30A, § 21{a)(7); G.L. ¢. 30A, § 22(f). While
the Open Mesting Law requires that a public body release exscutive session minutes once the executive session

purpose has expired, a public body may still redact or withhold minutes subject to the exemptions to the Public

Records Law contained within clause twenty-sixth of G.L. c. 4, § 7, or where discussions may be protected by the
attomey/client priilege. See G.L. c. 30A, § 22(f). If an application for tax abatement or exemption and supporting
documentation are used during an open session meeting, however, neither those documents nor the minutes
identifying them are exempt from disclosure pursuant to any of the exemptions to the Public Records Law. See G.L.
c. 30A, § 22(e). Ifa Board has questions about how to comply with the conﬁdenﬂahty requtrements of other stafutes
in that situation, it should consult municipal counsel.
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